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To the Commission’s best knowledge, no member of the Scientific Committee on Health, 
Environmental and Emerging Health Risks1 that has taken over the work of the Scientific 
Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Risks2 is a member of the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection. The collegial nature of the Committee 
ensures independence and avoids biases. The selection processes comply with the 
Commission’s transparency rules and ensure balanced composition of the Working Groups.

The Committee produced five relevant opinions, the last one in 20153, which have not 
provided any scientific justification to revise the limits set by Council Recommendation 
1999/519/EC4. These limits are based on independent guidance issued by the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection5. As regards 5G deployment, all 
frequency bands envisaged are covered by the Council Recommendation. It is expected that 
the exposure to electromagnetic fields is very close to the exposure due to 4G and well below 
the strict limits recommended by the Council. To support risk assessment, the Commission 
has invested EUR 49 million on research projects6 on electromagnetic fields through its 
Framework Programmes of Research and Innovation. Results are available on CORDIS7.

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, to be presented before the end of 2020, will focus on 
prevention, early diagnosis, treatment and care, and the quality of life of patients. It will be 
evidence based taking into account the results of a broad consultation with the public and 
stakeholders. Visible light communications, which are under research, could offer an 
interesting emerging technological solution, but only for limited and essentially non-mobile 
scenarios.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/scheer_de
2 https://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/emerging_en
3 https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/scientific_committees/emerging/docs/scenihr_o_041.pdf
4 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/9509b04f-1df0-4221-bfa2-c7af77975556/language-en
5 https://www.icnirp.org/
6 GERONIMO (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/603794), SEAWIND 
(https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/244149), ARIMMORA (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/282891
7 https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en


